
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

E-Learning vs e-Teaching 
 
Do the two concepts, e-Learning and e-Teaching, oppose each other? Or is there some form of synergy 
between them? Focusing on the latter, you will find very little written about it when you start 
searching the net.   
 
In my opinion, e-Teaching, as a didactic method, should take a much higher priority in the training of 
teachers.  Once it was part and parcel of the make-up of a good teacher to be trained properly in the 
use of overhead projectors and transparencies, as well as making and using slides as visual learning 
support material.  E-teaching, as the method for using or applying electronic educational technology 
and tools in the classroom, should come more to the forefront in the e-education debate.  As a rule, 
e-learning does not happen on its own in a school environment.  It is the teacher who needs to apply 
e-learning in the classroom. 
 
When you look at the different definitions of e-learning, the role the teacher plays in it is very often 
neglected.  In many cases handbooks are captured in pdf-format and dished up as e-learning material. 
This is merely replacing a paper-based textbook, with an electronic textbook.  In some cases publishers 
add video and audio clips and claim “e-learning material.” Is this the ultimate form of e-learning?  My 
question remains: where does the teacher fit into this form of e-learning or then perhaps e-teaching?  
 
Let us focus for a moment on the question: What is the ultimate form of e-learning?   We started with 
Edgar Dale’s well known Cone of Learning and Redesign and adapted it to illustrate the effect of 
different forms of e-learning. 
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When examining the above, one must decide what level of e-learning you want to implement in your 
school.  This will determine the level of success e-education will reach in your school. The choice you 
make regarding the level of e-learning will directly be influenced by the level of e-teaching that takes 
place in the classroom.   
 
We believe the teacher must play a central role in e-education and therefore bring the important 
aspect of e-teaching to the table.  Without the teacher, a learner will, on average, not reach more than 
the bottom three levels of e-reading and e-learning.  This makes it a very expensive exercise, with very 
little return on investment.  
 
When the teacher makes effective use of electronic educational technology and tools in learning 
and teaching, e-education will take place, with a definite positive change in the yearly ANA results. 
The good teacher will direct the learning that takes place, using didactical principles and methods that 
are well researched and proven.  E-Learning publications in this case, become teaching and learning 
tools in the toolbox of the expert teacher. 

 
In the next article we will look at e-teaching and the tools in the e-toolbox of the teacher. 

 
 

 
 
 


